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Anniversary
Happy 72nd Anniversary Ernest and Violet Sarosi!
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AM NEWS LETTER

Congratulations to Anna Maria resident Ernest Sarosi and his lovely wife, Vi-
olet, on celebrating 72 years of wedded bliss on June 14.   Wow, 72 years is 
a long time; in fact, 72 years is 26,280 days, and 3,754.3 weeks, but who’s 
counting?   We certainly wish this wonderful and loving couple continued 
good health, happiness, and love.  Looking forward to perhaps celebrating a 
diamond jubilee (75) in three years? Congratulations Ernest and Violet!

Happy 4th of July!

Anna Maria resident Bob Banham 
wishes everyone a very happy and 
safe 4th of July.  
God bless America, land of the free 
and the brave.
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Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 17, and enjoy viewing a fantastic selection of cars, from a 1947 
Studebaker to a1965 Ford Mustang.  Door prizes, raffles, and delicious food complete the package.  

For more information, contact 330 562-7777.

Did you know our car show is the best-attended fundraising car show in the area, with well 
over 100 cars “strutting their stuff?”  This is our largest fundraiser for the Alzheimer’s 

Association, and we hope we can count on your support.  

Car Show!
Annual Campus of Anna Maria Car Show2019
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 Imagine growing up in a country where your playground is an indigenous forest and the 
Indian Ocean, right in your backyard.  Kensington at Anna Maria resident Joey 
Wedlake was born and raised in a small South African town called Knysna, nestled by 
gorgeous sandstone cliffs and a tranquil lagoon.  She was the oldest of 10 children born to 
Henry and Elizabeth Llewellen.  She recalls a delightful yet typical childhood.  After 
graduation from high school, Joey attended a nursing school in Grahamstown, where she 
earned a nursing assistant degree.  She worked for many years tending to the needs of 
elderly patients.
Joey met her future husband, Henry Fitchet, at a dance, and the two married three years 
later.  The couple was blessed with three lovely children:  Annlise, Peter, and Leon.  Joey and 
Henry were married for 25 blissful years before Henry passed away.
 Joey soon found happiness again with an Englishman named Dennis Wedlake.  The 
family moved to England.  Sadly, Dennis passed away after only a few years of marriage.  
After his passing, Joey relocated to the U.S., where she lived with her daughter, Annlise, in 
San Francisco, taking care of of three of her six grandchildrengrandchildren:  Mikayla, Kiara, 
and Talia.  
 Joey moved to Kensington at Anna Maria a few months ago, and she’s made new 
friends.  One can’t help but like Joey Wedlake.  She’s a “people person” and enjoys puzzles, 
music, trivia and exercise activities.  Her favorite motto?  Look to the future, don’t live in the 
past.   May God continue to bless our Joey Wedlake with good health, happiness, and love.

Joey Wedlake
Resident Profile
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Anna Maria of Aurora
Betty Eden, Payroll.  JULY

Congratulations to our Kensington 
Employee of the Month, Susan Farmer, 
Social Services. Susan always goes above 
and beyond to take care of all of our 
resident’s needs.  She handles difficult 
situations with a smile and always 
advocates for our residents.  No matter 
the situation, Susan always has a positive 
attitude.  When you see her in the halls, 
she is with a resident helping them or just 
catching up with them to see how they are 
doing.  She truly cares and her positive 
attitude and smile do not go unnoticed.  
Congratulations Susan and keep the
positivity up! 

Congratulations to our Anna Maria 
Employee of the Month, Betty Eden, 
Payroll.  Betty has quite a few “moving 
parts” to balance each week, each with 
stern deadlines.  She handles her work 
day in stride and with silent confidence.  
Betty has recently taken on additional 
responsibilities, adding to her already 
hectic day, however, one will always 
see a pretty smile on her face.  She 
welcomes questions from employees 
(especially on payday) without 
hesitation, giving them her full attention.   
We couldn’t be happier to have her on 
our team.  Congratulations and keep up 
the good work!

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH:

Kensington at Anna Maria
Susan Farmer, Social Services.  JULY
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Congratulations to Caitlin Primiano, Physical Therapist, who recently five years of dedicated service 
with the Family Tree Rehabilitation Services branch of the Campus of Anna Maria.  Caitlin was sur-
prised with a lovely cake, a gift card, and celebratory words of appreciation for her hard work and 
dedication to our residents.  We appreciate you!  

If you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em!  That was the attitude of Anna Maria Cook Margie Boehm as she real-
ized that despite the rain, those hamburgers needed to get cooked!  Margie and her trusty umbrella 
were out in the rain one fine afternoon, cooking burgers for our residents to enjoy for dinner.
Thank you Marge for your dedication and determination.

July
Anna Maria / Kensington2019

Congratulations, Caitlin Primiano!

Now That’s Dedication! Caitlin with her boss, Phil Halstead
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Congratulations to Anna Maria Clinical Scheduler 
Katie Moore and Activities Assistant (Atrium) 
Rebekah Troutman on recently exchanging wed-
ding vows.  The day was absolutely beautiful 
(the rain stopped and the sun came out).  Many 
co-workers from Anna Maria were on hand (like 
Scheduler Stephanie Bellamy and Staff Develop-
ment Katie Geiser) to celebrate the joining of love 
of Katie and Rebekah.  Congratulations! 

Anna Maria and Kensington resident joined forces and enjoyed the wonder and splendor of the 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo.  Luckily, the weather cooperated nicely, allowing many of the animals to 
roam freely about their surroundings.   The favorite of the residents?  The elephants and the rhinos.  

Wedding Bells Were Ringing…

Lions, and Tigers, and Bears…. Oh My…

Genee Hawkins and Maina Consolo wait pa-
tiently for directions on a crafting activity.  Did 
you know that crafting is one of our residents’ 
favorite activities?   Keeps the mind sharp and 
the fingers nimble.  You go, girls…

Waiting, Patiently…
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Teamwork is dreamwork as Kensington at Anna Maria residents found out as they created these most 
beautiful pieces of stained glass.   Working together, placing one by one these delicate pieces of tis-
sue paper in proper placement to create these intricate pieces of art.  Simply beautiful. 

The courtyard at Kensington is awash with light once the sun goes down, courtesy of the solar land-
scape lights crafted with love by the residents.    The Kensington courtyard is a really nice, relaxing, 
calming area with beautiful landscaping.  We invite you to check it out.

Anna Maria residents Ida Tonti and Genee 
Hawkins took advantage of a non-rainy 
evening to enjoy dinner in the Courtyard.  
STNA Vera Jones kept these lovely ladies 
company.

Stained Glass

Light up the Night…

Enjoying the Nice Weather!

Marjorie O.

Tim S.

Frankie P.

The finished light!

The group hard at work

Virginia W. is all smiles!
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July
Independent / Assisted Living 2019

Beartown Lakes, in Chagrin Falls, is a small park in the Geauga County park system.  It’s a great 
place to enjoy a leisurely walk on one of the trails, or enjoy a picnic with family and friends.  Resi-
dents took advantage of the latter as the park has a lovely pavilion with awesome views of the lake.  
Bowie (our beloved therapy dog) entertained the group with his stick-fetching abilities while they 
dined on pizza and salad.  What a great way to spend a sunny afternoon.  

Beartown Lakes
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Independent and Assisted living residents spent a “zoo”per day at the zoo, exploring and enjoying 
the antics of all the wonderful animals.  A flock of ducks put on quite the show, as did a brown bear.  
Always a good time at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo; never too old to enjoy.

A “Zoo”per Day!

Strutting their stuff

Quite a pose Ernie!

Carol Y. and Leona D.

A very playful Bear!

Bus Driver Ernie with Activities Asst. Jazmin

Taking a moment to relax
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How does your garden grow?  Very nicely, thank you, according to Carol Hays, one of our volunteers.  
Carol resides in Solon and has an AMAZING garden.  She invited our residents to an afternoon gar-
den party, relaxing and just enjoying the beauty of her garden.  Unfortunately, we arrived just in time 
for one of the many June downpours, but the rain did not dampen the afternoon.  We sat in her en-
closed, roofed porch, munched on homemade cookies, and admired from afar.  Many, many thanks 
to Carol Hays for opening her home to us; we certainly appreciate it.

Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary…

The crew enjoyed lunch at Perkin’s in Hudson.  Always a delicious choice, especially when lunch is 
followed by a slice of pie!

Lunch at Perkin’s 

(l to r) Sandra L., Jazmin, Leona D. (l to r) Ginger O., Millie C., Catherine P. (l to r) Tom P., Fern T., Betty B.



Summer 2019Family Matters July Edition 11

Family and friends joined their loved one for a wonderful Father’s Day celebration.  Pie and iced tea 
were enjoyed by all.  May God continue to bless these beloved men in our lives.

A Wonderful Father’s Day Celebration

Bowie has many friends who appreciate his good listening skills (he doesn’t ever talk back). 
Thank you, Bowie, for being a good dog-friend to all!

Who Doesn’t Love our Therapy Dog Bowie?

Leona and Phil Dorenkott June and Lloyd Franko Frank and Pat Azzarello Tim and Earl Cortright and Bill Alexy

Joe Vrona and Marge Oko enjoy their slice of pie Alan and Marjorie Cook with son Curtis

(l to r); Carol, Bowie and Jean
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Assisted living residents welcomed summer by crafting a “popsicle” made from foam pool  noodles.  
Definitely resembled the real thing.  

We are fortunate (very much so) to have an employee gifted with the talent of baking THE most de-
lectable baked goods and breads.  Izolda Gutuescu, Dietary Supervisor at the Atrium, hails from Ro-
mania where she perfected the art of baking.  She recently held a demonstration for our residents on 
the secret to making bread.  We sampled the bread (along with homemade honey made from Izolda’s 
bees – she’s also a beekeeper) and words cannot describe just how delicious this bread was.  Many, 
many thanks to Izolda for sharing her talent with us.  

Hello Summer!

Breaking Bread with Friends

Shirley K.

Oops, Laura’s popsicle split in half

Izolda prepares her dough Izolda is all smiles

Betty B.

Fern T.

Carol Y.

Flor U.
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With Brownie Troop #70846.  These adorable brownies stopped by to play games with our assisted 
living residents.   Classic games like Trouble, Sorry, and Go Fish! Were enjoyed by young and old 
alike.  Thank you to our new friends; come back anytime!

Intergenerational Fun

These ladies sure do agree that good friends are forever golden.
Good Friends are Worth a Million

Ronnie, Eve, Nina, and Marie – Friends Forever!
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Independent Living resident Bunny Bierly celebrated her 101st birthday last month with family and 
friends and a most delicious cake.  Bunny’s granddaughter and her music teacher provided musical 
entertainment (piano and violin).  Bunny is an amazing woman and we certainly wish her continued 
good health and happiness as she deserves it. 

Happy 101st Birthday Bunny!

Bunny and her family

What talent! Friends enjoy the beautiful music
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Aahh, there’s nothing like enjoying a delicious meal right by the water’s edge.  Norwood residents 
took a long trek to Brennan’s Fish House in Grand River, Ohio, about five minutes from Mentor Head-
lands State Park.  Brennan’s is known for their seafood entrees including fresh Lake Erie Perch and 
Walleye.  AL / IL Activities Director, Lisa McFarland, and her husband, Rand, live five minutes from 
Brennan’s, and invited the crew back to their house for dessert and coffee.  Thank you, Lisa, for your 
hospitality!  

Brennan’s Fish House

Residents enjoy dessert at Lisa’s house – thank you Lisa!
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In a perfect world, recycling would be second nature for everyone.  The reality, however, is far from 
ideal.  Did you know that in the past decade alone, people have produced more plastic than they did 
in the entire (yes, entire) previous century?  Sadly, 90% of this plastic did not get recycled.  It can 
take up to 700 years for plastic to decompose (break down) in a landfill.  That’s a long, long time.  
**** We at the Campus of Anna Maria are dedicated to making a difference with this every-growing 
problem of waste, as it is our responsibility to conserve and reduce our waste to ensure our country 
remains beautiful for future generations.  About nine months ago, a recycling program was initiated by 
Office Manager Joann Poremba at the Anna Maria building.  We are proud to report that our 8-cubic 
yard recycling container is now picked up twice a week, bursting at the seams with recyclables.  Blue 
recycling containers are strategically placed throughout the building, specifically in high-traffic areas 
like the lunch room.  Though we have a long way to go, we are definitely off to a “green” and positive 
start.  We hope to expand our recycling program to the Kensington and Atrium buildings in the near 
future.  We appreciate your efforts in helping us reduce our carbon footprint on our earth.  Any 
questions, comments, or feedback, please see Office Manager Joann Poremba. 

The Campus of Anna Maria and Recycling – Mission Possible

Executive Director of HR, John Jones, is an avid recycler
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July 1, 1863 – The Battle of Gettysburg, the largest battle of 
the Civil War, begins, fought over three hot sultry days
July 10, 1890 – Wyoming becomes American’s 44th state
July 19, 1941 – William Hanna and Joseph Barbera release 
a new cartoon, “The Midnight Snack,” featuring a cat named 
Tom and a mouse named Jerry
July 20, 1969 – The 50th anniversary of the landing of Apollo 
11 on the moon – “That’s one small step for man, one giant 
step for mankind”
July 25, 1956 – The Italian luxury liner, Andrea Doria, sinks 
after colliding with the Swedish liner Stockholm on its way to 
New York

July is National Hot Dog Month!  According to the National Hot Dog and 
Sausage Council, Americans typically consume seven billion hot dogs during 
the summer months alone.  That averages to 818 hot dogs consumed every 
second during those three months.  Although hot dogs are almost as American 
as baseball and apple pie, they are thought to have originated in Germany. *** 
Just how well do you know the hot dog?  Take this fun quiz and test your “hot 
dog” knowledge. 

Email your answers to editor Joann Poremba, jporemba@annamariaofaurora.com.  Good luck!

July is National Hot Dog and Blueberry Month!
July 4 – Happy Birthday America!  243 Years Young!  God bless America!
July 6 – National Fried Chicken Day!  Who’s running out to KFC for dinner?
July 6- 28 – Tour de France bicycle race
July 9 - The MLB All-Star Game is coming back to Cleveland! The Indians and Progressive Field will play host to the Mid-
summer Classic at newly renovated Progressive Field, giving the organization an opportunity showcase our revitalized city 
and incredible ballpark.
July 18- 21 – British Open Golf Tournament – Portrush, Northern Ireland.  Only the second time in history the open will be 
played outside Great Britain.

Anna Maria

Dorothy Hejduk   7/6
Jackie Thompson  7/6
Marvin Hamby   7/8
Eleanor Hawkins  7/14
Doloris Spearman  7/15
Lois Eichenberg   7/20
Shirley Stuck   7/23
Catherine Dahl   7/28
Kathryn Duncan   7/31

Kensington at Anna Maria

Elizabeth Graziano  7/8
Barbara Schwartz  7/12
Folia Mayes   7/13
Mary Spisak   7/15
Rose Visci   7/22
Anna Nagy   7/24 
(Happy 105th)
Betty Leape   7/28
Virginia Wolfe   7/31

Assisted / Independent Living

Margaret Rugare  7/2
Eileen Simler   7/3
Clare Fischer   7/4
Phyllis Boyd   7/14
Karen Perry   7/15
Anna Christian   7/16
Ronnie Cangialosi  7/20
Mary Lou Tesauro  7/21
Dolores DiNero   7/23
Tim Wagner   7/24
Catherine Priester  7/26
Dorothy Godenschwager 7/27
Laura Lesher   7/27
Kay McCarty   7/31
Ron Schuller   7/31

July
MONTHLY CALENDAR2019

July
On This Date:2019

July is National Hot Dog Month!   
Hot Diggity-Dog!2019

1. True or False – Apollo 11 astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz 
Aldrin ate hot dogs on their journey to the moon

2. In the Dirty Harry film, who said, “Nobody, I  mean nobody, puts ketchup 
on a hot dog.”

3. What is the record for the most hot dogs consumed in 10 minutes at 
the Nathan’s Famous International Hot Dog Eating contest? 

4. This is the most commonly used condiment on a hot dog!  

5. What U.S. city consumes the most hot dogs?

BONUS:  What is your favorite brand of Hot Dog and why? 

a). 68 

a). Mustard 

a). New York 
City

b). Ketchup

b). Milwaukee

c). Relish

c). Houston

c). 75b). 55 
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